
Canton Chinas Greatest City

By HAMILTON BUTLER
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He collected the annals oi his forefathers and i

mented upon them and gave to the generaticmi
w. re. to come atter him an ethical system under w

citv of Canton, whfch welcomed the firs vs

THE came out of the Wes1 to trade with China

holds its rank as the most mterestmg spot

to which the visitor to the Far Mast IS admitted, ft M

not only the richest in historical memories of the r

days when the traders from our own and other shores
chine with superhuman tenacity and endurance to UK

m all breach which they made there in the almost im-

pregnable wall of Chinese exclusrvencss, but it presents
to the interested spectator as well the picture

societal unit, unlike anj other m the wor d.

working out its Oriental dertmi scarcely "MfMg
COaUCt With the tires 0 the West It IS.

the largest city in China and easily the mo tunc --

estinc of those in which foreigners are admitted to

residence and trade. It has not the gfltWed palaces

and temples of Peking nor the squalor ot the native
city of Shanghai, but it has more than either ot these

cities to otnr to the visitor who comes to see a great

commercial metropolis with all its displays of wealth

and beehive activity. Its shops are imsurnassed m the

Orient-- its looms turn out the silk which first turned
eastward its jade and ivorythe eyes of the Europeans

are the cynosure of travelers.
Derson crossing China in an aeroplane would tail

Striking dittcrence in the various citiediscernto any
above which 'he flew. They are all very much alike

when one looks down them from any point ot

nta.e- -a mass ot grejTroofs huddled together m

seemingly hopeless confusion, broken here andtnere
bv the figured root of a temple or "yamen. and
brightened occasionally by the green foliage of massive

trees nd even when he descends and wato through

the streets his vision is constantly obstructed by tfte

high grey or dun-colo- r walls of brick and stucco which

man miffhl live in peace with man. 1 he uleaot pia g
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"estni, on an altar in the Temple ot the Five
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fire which occurred n 1 1,

damped" one II told, in a
dur.ng the occupation of Canton by the BnUshUeafter the second Anglo-- l hinee war. It takes a large

amount of imagination and a supposition oi vcrjr con-

siderable damage, however, to enable one to see Ml

Inches long. the
five shardess stones, about eighteen
metamorphosis of ranis.

The Temple of the Five Genu does not appear 00 the;

list of "sights" to which the ordinary tOttTOt IS treated

bv the native guides. These gentry have arranged their

itinerary to net them a maximum of curusnaw with

a minimum of labor. It well repays a visit however.

There hangs suspended in an open tower before the

Hall of Rams the largest bell in South China and

about this bell there hangs a tale. When it was first

hung it was predicted that should the bell ever give

forth sound, disaster would come upon the city. lo

u: li ;c MiuurMni to the Chinese. It was, th'
i x i "

tore, with little less thin consternation that the (

tone M saw the StatUC forced upon the in by a pOW I

official, and grumbling impotcntly against the des
tion declared no geod could come of t. The pTOpl )

came true. A sister iho4 to the one which had i

the tongueless bell of the Genii took the sage b i
vulnerable Spot and toppled him from his pedestal into

the dust of ace s . They have picked him up. !

ever, repaired hun. and under a new coat of paint lie
looks as br
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ever.
The- ( n

the Dead is

known to .

who SI
"done" I I
with a guide It

ln-- outside the
city walls, to
the north, and
consequently is

abemt as far
from the p t

of his an ll
as e en tin

n ary t 0 u r t

will allow him-

self tO b
veigled int
ing. It

surround the buildings and secure to
their occupants a degree of privacy
and protection. It is only m the
shop-line- d thoroughfares that his eye

is met by anything to cheer it. The
gaudily decorated signs in black and
gold and red which dangle above the
pavement and set forth the virtues of
the various shops and the marvelous
displays of stock presented by the
shops themselves at last convince him
that his visit has been worth-whil- e.

The walled-cit- y of Canton, in this
respect, is much like the other large
citio of China. It lies on the low
alluvial plain created by the conjunc-
tion of the North and West rivers, a
quarter of a mile back from the banks
ot the Pearl or "Chii-kiang- ." and is
surrounded on all but the north side
by extensive suburbs. Across the
Pearl the island of Honam and the

burb of Fati materially add to its
immer.se population, while a water
popular I half a million moor
along the banks of the rivers and
creeks which surround it. The rugged
walls of the city, beginning on the
plain, are forced to climb as they run
to the north the temple-crowne- d peaks
split awa) by nature from the White
Cloud Mountains which seven miles
fr v. Canton rear their mist-veile- d

heads ab wt the
local cloud-lin- e
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A Chinese railway alalion
bclw ecu ( ImMM and Honit
Koim CMatn aoltfiri
act Auardft. Mother
('hmaikbtirrintin her ate-lonf- t

sleep and will awaken.

It is. necessar) tor
m i r to (le te rinine
da: and to Hi tor the internment
a propitious site for the grave. I
are- - many things to be considered
tore a decision can be made. Ul
I proper day is eh. .sen and a !

able- ura sitt sehete-- the sniri'

and aftord the
wearied urban-i- t

e. in their
shady g r o v I

and restful
temples, an ( --

portunity of res-

pite frm the
crowded life of
the city itself.
T h e traveler
coming to I an-to- n

from Hong
Kong, a all
travelers do. is

charmed by the
contrast be-

tween these
hills and the
placid serenity
of the low.
green fields,
with their pa-

goda -- topped
knolls, through
which he passes,
and the dull
and uninviting
exterior of the
city which is
his destination.
As his boat
pokes her nose
alongside the
wharves where
once stood the
'factories" of
the early
traders, the

gj gv

the deceased will net rest at ease, and
uneasy spirits in China have an 1'

pleasant ua of haunting the lh
The more human the seer who is l1

to determine by geomantical 01

these all important points, the HI rc
protracted the- - process insj the
contracted the halt In the sjatant
the- poof bod) about which all tins
trouble- - is being taken is renting i'1 ,ts
huge cedar casket, stowed awa b

hind a curtain in out of the huiul' ,,N

of little apartments in the City oi tl
Dead Some resnain there for ,!

v(

Others for yean table well suppled
with Dapief mlchi fruit and j

delicacies, decorated with iosrers,
the- CaSSJ of the- well-to-d- o.

SUpp'Tt-Hif- l

paper servants, stands read J
hand for senricc m another world.

' - " st solicitude for the well-deceas- ed

is annarrnt m pvrrv hand
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To half a million citizens thetc bat are residence and butineaa places combined.The housing problem does nx bother the Cantooeac

thebeing of
as long
his bodv

.es th, rent for the anartment in whicB
reposes is revrularlv met It v.nn.-time- s hap- -

countryside is
forgotten, however, for the moment, and his attention is
riveted by the mass of humanity below him. hurrying,
skurrying hither and thither on the great errand of
securing a livelihood. If he is a tourist, in another
ten minutes he is rattling along behind a swift-foote- d

Hermes into the heart of a sinrial museum.
The name "Canton." as applied to the city, is un-

known to the Chinese. It comes into English through

pens, however, that t isr one reason r another tin

prevent the fulfillment of the prediction it wa deprived
of its tongue, and it remained for a well directed shet
from a British ship-of-w- ar in the bombardment of
Canton during the " rrw' war to break the centuries-ol- d

silence which it had maintained and ound the
knell of the city. Canton urrendered that night. The
damaged face of the bell was to the south, whence the
idiot came, but the Chine&c in an effort to ave face"

not the case, and the coffin ii then unce re moniously
dumped ,nn, dshed and if not later claimed, fa

h lined at the expens, 0 the corporation with M 1how ot respect. At tin tune of the revolution the


